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Course Description:

This course introduces the students to the fundamental concepts and vital elements of politics and governance from a historical-institutional perspective, using analytical approaches. In particular, it attempts to explain how the important features of the nations’ political structures and institutions, processes and relationships developed across time. Simultaneously, the course helps the students gain a better appreciation of their rights and responsibilities as individuals and as members of the larger socio-political community to strengthen their civic competence. This course provides the participants with the knowledge to assess and analyze the varied expressions and forms of citizenship in the democratic governmental structures. It intends to encourage their research of interactions, possibilities, challenging issues, and the borders of citizenship and the principles of governance both in theory and in practice. 

Course method:

Participants will review citizenship and governance with the help of examples concerning the practice of citizenship and political rights based on their contribution in state administration tasks. During the lessons, students are requested to define the significance and concept of citizenship and assess its wide-spread occurence attentively. The class will prepare students to comprehend and manifest the concept of social responsibility, responsible political attitudes, and dedication to the progres of common good, liberty, lawfulness, civil and human rights and rule of law. Having taken an active part in the discussive sessions, participants will have the ability to convey concepts, information, notions and debates both in speaking and writing to demonstrate their clear understanding of the fundamental notions and practices of politics and its connection to the progress or underdevelopment of nations. 

Class format: 

The course aims to help students gain a deeper appreciation of how the world of global governance works –or may not work, as well as the margins of maneuverability within it we can improve the desired outcome. It combines lectures, class presentations and discussion, written assignments and regular review sessions. The course draws illustrative materials from a variety of policy domains. The semester will utilize a wide range of learning activities, for instance simulation and role playing, quizzes, film and news programme viewing, seat works, student presentations, discussive lectures, individual and group project management. Fundamentally, active and contemplative participation is essential to ensure the thorough comprehension of a governance initiative. Students are requested to evaluate their role as an active citizen in the processes of an ongoing governance initiative to examine the structure and effects of the above mentioned initiative in accordance with the well-known theories, notions and criteria of a proper democratic governance applying social scientific tools. Participants are encouraged to express their concerns and comments regarding political issues and to make critical comments on several highly debated topics. Students must demonstrate their complex and valuable involvement in the governance initiative, and assess the state administration project’s structure and effects built on their observations and competence regarding good democratic governance applying social scientific tools for the investigation. The final paper must encompass appropriate suggestions and concepts deriving from the benefits of the usage of social scientific tools and notions that students have studied during the sessions in connection with good democratic governance. 

Educational Objectives

Having completed the course the students will be able to

- demonstrate a deep comprehension of the fundamental political concepts by developing an analytical approach towards the functions of governance and political notions

- assess analytically  the fundamental notions, principles and regulations applied in the structures of states 

- incorporate and exercise general and constitutional rights deriving from law 

- structure skillfully the different branches of government and constitutional institutions

- comprehend the evolutional progress of the fundamental law and its concepts

- present how citizens may apply  their rights and duties

Having completed this course, students are required to analyze and synthetize the individual and group benefits of the governance project which they have selected for investigation. For the successful completion of the governance project, active and contemplative participation is highly sought after. Students will possess the necessary skills to apply the appropriate social scientific methods and tools which they have studied during the lessons regarding proper democratic governance.

Course Policies and Requirements 
Regular attendance and completion of all assignments are highly sought. 

Policies
(a) Attendance is important; absences can be detrimental to one’s grade, and excessive absences can serve for the serious reasons expulsion from the course. Any permissive absences must be noted in advance wherever 
possible. 

(b) Cheating and Plagiarism 
Any kind of citations and source using have to be very well indicated, but not presented as one’s own work which is plagiarism. Consequences of cheating and plagiarism in fulfilling any kinds of written works/essays, academic accomplishments may end in expulsion from the course without further referrals.

Grading policy (100 max): Grades will be calculated as follows: 
Essays (2 each of weighing 50 points). During the term, students are expected to fulfill written essays. 

	Tentative Schedule

	Week
	Date/Day

(tentative)
	Topics
	Notes

	1
	
	What is state policy and governance?
	

	2
	
	Political theory central concepts
	

	3
	
	Conceptions of State, Conceptions of power
	

	4
	
	Contemporary ideologies 
	

	5
	
	Contemporary political Systems 
	

	6
	
	Political Institutions 
	

	7
	
	Federalism and intergovernmental relations. 
	

	8
	
	Mid Term exam 
	

	9
	
	Political forces and political processes
	

	10
	
	Campaigns, elections and electoral systems
	

	11
	
	Political parties
	

	12
	
	Centripetal and centrifugal forces in the nation state
	

	13
	
	Religion, gender , language and politics 
	

	14
	
	Economic, education, environmental , equality and equity policy 
	

	15
	
	Final Exam
	


