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Course Description

This course will present you the global issues of migration, primarily the American emigration and European immigration trends which relocate hundreds of thousands of people annually by their own will, opression, clashes, natural or man-made disasters, changes stemming from the greenhouse effect, financial benefits or lifestyle priorities. It is based on the area of international relations, however students should collect and synthesize concepts from a wide range of disciplinary perspectives. The subject of the course will encompass the description of historical movements, analytical approaches and the global legal system defining and structuring relocation and migration, as well. We intend to discover the reasons, consequences and answers by goverments and non-govermental stakeholders to migration management. Multiple recent and current sources will be attentively analyzed, for instance case studies of American relocating abroad, refugees flooding the Schengen zone, cultural integration of immigrants, economic necessities emerging from the lack of workforce in the European Union, etc. 
Contrary to common perceptions, most West European populations are no longer overwhelmingly white and Christian. The new diversity prompted by post-World War II immigration has generated opportunities and challenges for European societies. In this course, we will examine how ethnic diversity is affecting contemporary West European politics. We will cover the topics of citizenship, immigration, immigrant integration, the rise of far right parties, and state policies toward Europe’s new ethnically, racially, and religiously diverse societies.
Surprisingly enough, quarter-million emigrants leave the U.S. each year, and the State Department estimates that between 5 million and 5.5 million Americans currently live abroad. These emigrants remit nearly $3 billion back to the U.S. each year, more than emigrants from most other countries remit to their home countries. During the course we will investigate why millions of people have decided to become expatriate and abandon their country neglecting the American Dream, the national ethos of the United States which has always been the most alluring land for all those wishing to re-establish their lives.

Course method:

This seminar possesses two main objectives: firstly introducing students to theories and empirical evaluations of the causes of immigrant/emigration in a comparative perspective; and secondly preparing students for the successful completion of an original research paper. The class encourages students to competing explanations of this current issue, and evaluate it with regard to the specific cases stemming from the United States on one hand, and towards Europe on the other. Theories of migration in the social sciences are two-fold: the economic vs. cultural explanations We will cover these two sets of theories, then evaluate them empirically. At the same time, we will analyze and practice, via workshops and assignments, the various elements of a successful social science research paper.
Students will analyze the regulation of skilled, family, asylum and illegal immigration and the determination of the size and composition of immigration programs. Integration and citizenship policies are also considered. In all of these debates, the role of policy instruments, institutions and actors in the policy process are considered.
Students will gain an analytical approach to comprehend the dynamical movements of migration in the progressive democracies. We will examine the dynamics which stimulates migration across the borders, then study the components that affect the creation and implementation of migration policies: history and culture, public opinion and the media, political actors ranging from interest groups and courts to political elites, and the institutions that mediate the interactions among these actors. We will discuss the controversial issue to what extent liberal democracies may have moral and legal rights to close the borders and exclude non‐citizens from access to their territory. We will investigate how some greater countries intend to control their frontiers, and what the results of these restrictive steps may have been. We will pay particular attention to states’ attempts to control the entry of asylum seekers—one of the most contested immigration issues in Europe.

Class format: 

Before arriving at the lessons, students must read and comprehend the requested materials. It will prepare the participants to be able to follow the lessons, make comments, and take an active part in the course of the  class. The extent of your understanding of the assigned materials will be taken into account. Periodically, students may be requested to read further newspaper articles to cover the latest events and news. Your attendance is essential so that the course is beneficial for both sides. Your participation grade will show the quality and quantity of your comments and issues raised during the lessons. Class participation grades will be determined by a student’s willingness to engage in small and large group discussions and by their preparedness and insightfulness in those discussions. The goal of the writing tasks is to help students digest the reading material and to prepare for discussion. 
Students are strongly encouraged to regularly read non‐tabloid newspapers with coverage of Europe and North America. Good sources are the Financial Times and the New York Times (both available free online), the online BBC news service or The Economist. Staying on top of current affairs will deepen your understanding of the arguments discussed in class by applying them to real‐world politics.

Educational Objectives

Having completed this course, students will have the ability to: 

•Distinguish between the varied forms of migration and recognize global trends in this field 
• Comprehend the core reasons and the development of the international legal frameworks governing migration 
•Understand the complex, prevalent and persistent trends of migration on political life 
•Apply theories of procedures towards migration policy
• Assess the relative weight of theoretical accounts of immigration in understanding contemporary immigration events
• Examine and critically assess a range of public policy material including policy reports and descriptive statistical information
• Explain how immigration debates fit within broader comparative political science issues.

Course Policies and Requirements 
Regular attendance and completion of all assignments are highly sought. 

Policies
(a) Attendance is important; absences can be detrimental to one’s grade, and excessive absences can serve for the serious reasons expulsion from the course. Any permissive absences must be noted in advance wherever possible. 

(b) Cheating and Plagiarism 
Any kind of citations and source using have to be very well indicated, but not presented as one’s own work which is plagiarism. Consequences of cheating and plagiarism in fulfilling any kinds of written works/essays, academic accomplishments may end in expulsion from the course without further referrals.

Grading policy (100 max): Grades will be calculated as follows: 
Essays (2 each of weighing 50 points). During the term, students are expected to fulfill written essays of. 

This syllabus is a guide for the course and any modifications to it will be announced in advance.
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	Date/Day
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	Tentative Schedule. 
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	Topics
	

	1
	
	Debating Immigration in the U.S. Context

	

	2
	
	Explaining Migration Control: Why Do We Have Borders?

	

	3
	
	Closing the Door on Asian Immigrants, 1880s‐1910s

	

	4
	
	Immigration During WWII and Cold War America, 1940‐1965

	

	5
	
	The Rebirth of Immigration Since 1965

	

	6
	
	Immigration and Concerns over National Security Since 9/11

	

	7
	
	Challenges to Integration: Race, Ethnicity, and Undocumented Status

	

	8
	
	               Mid Term Exam 
	

	9
	
	Becoming Americans and Immigrant Citizenship Rights

	

	10
	
	Migration from Southern to Northern Europe

	

	11
	
	       Migration from Eastern to Western Europe

	

	12
	
	The political economy of immigration policy

	

	13
	
	EU and Turkey: What Kind of Migration?

	

	14
	
	Philosophies of Integration in Europe and the US. Multiculturalism and the Politics of

Identity.


	

	15
	
	                          Final Exam 
	


