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Ladies and Gentlemen! Distinguished Guests!

I’m honored to be able to welcome you here, at Khazar University, in Baku, capital city of the Republic of Azerbaijan.

We are at the conference “Cuisine: The Taste of Others...,”  to summarize the name, organized by Khazar University and three academic centers of France, namely Nancy-2 University, Maison des sciences de l`homme Lorraine-MSH, and Versailles Saint-Quentin University.

The conference is about cultures and perceptions of other people in these cultures. 

We have a culture of origin inside which we were born and cultures of others within which we live temporarily during our travels, study, work or life as residents.  People accept a dual affiliation and people face hospitality in the cultures of others.

Probably the conference will cover geography, history, philosophy, and even technology of tastes, flavors, and gustation; in general, it is about comparative culture studies. 

Foods, tastes, cuisine, cooking traditions and practices are among essential elements, among indicators of regional or national cultures. They are memorable and tangible symbols of cultures. Foods and cuisine depend on climate, religion, ethnic diversity, neighborhood...

We know we understand and we appreciate: tastes differ! There is no accounting for taste.

Azeri people (living mainly in the Republic of Azerbaijan, Iran, Russia, Georgia, Turkey, and practically worldwide) are mad about arts, much more than about business, politics or religion. Azeri cuisine culture and hospitality are an essential part of their social life, their identity. The long-lasting ties with Persians, Arabs, Russians, Ottomans, Caucasians, Europeans, and other people influenced Azerbaijani culinary art (tea, coffee...). At the same time, rich Azerbaijani cuisine influenced its neighbors as well, and did so highly, according to experts’ views.

I`m not gourmand, and not gourmet, but the conference is to my taste! Welcome to the conference! I wish success and good luck to the conference!

 

Hamlet Isaxanli
