Khazar University

Division of Graduate Studies and Research

Course Syllabus

Research Methods

Spring Semester, 2013

Instructor: Calvin Tiessen
Instructor Information
E-mail: ctiessen@khazar.org
Phone: +994 (12) 421-7916 (ext. 230)

Office hours: 11:00-13:00 weekdays
Course Description

This course provides a firm foundation in the concepts and practice of academic research.  During the course students will create drafts of significant portions of the Literature Review and Methodology Section of their dissertation as well as complete a summary of their current knowledge of their dissertation topic.  Practical experience in library research and statistical analysis will be provided as part of the course offering. 

Pre-requisites
All students must come to the course with a clear dissertation topic, approved by the Division of Graduate Studies and Research.  All students must also have an academic supervisor for their dissertation.  

Lectures and course materials assume students have a minimum English language proficiency of CEF level C1.

Course Objectives
In this course students will:

1. Produce a solid draft of the Literature Review section of their dissertation, having obtained a good foundation in the principles and purpose of a literature review;
2. Produce a solid draft of the Methodology section of their dissertation, having obtained a good foundation in the principles and purpose of a methodology presentation;
3. Gain practical experience in research presentation, including book reviews, annotated bibliographies, topical essays, and abstracts;

4. Gain a wider understanding of the nature of academic research and its purpose, and obtain an overview of the current practices and standards within quantitative as well qualitative research;

5. Receive practical experience in library research, data collection and data organization;

6. Gain experience in giving and receiving peer review in academic writing;

7. Become more informed about the importance of ethical considerations in research and how to ensure ethical research practices;

8. Gain a wider understanding of sampling techniques, methods of statistical analysis and effective visual presentation of data;

9. Become more knowledgeable about academic publications in their field and how to pursue publication;

10. Receive an introduction to research proposal writing and grant applications.    
Texts

Kumar, R. 2010. Research Methodology: A Step-by-Step Guide for Beginners, 3rd edition. Sage Publications Ltd.
Creswell, J. W. 2008. Research Design: Qualitative, Quantitative, and Mixed Methods Approaches, 3rd edition. Sage Publications Ltd.

Course Methodology

For every hour spent in class students should expect to commit to at least 3 hours towards research and writing.

Lecture: Students will meet with the instructor for a total of 21 lectures in this course.
Tests: Students will take 4 tests throughout the semester which will assess their knowledge on the topics presented in the lectures.

Dissertation Development: Within this course students will create drafts of the Literature Review and Methodology Sections of their dissertation.  Students will begin serious thought into the core content of their dissertation by writing an essay which provides an overview of what they currently know about the topic of their dissertation.

Projects: Students will complete 4 projects.  They will write an Academic Book Report, an Annotated Bibliography, a Report on Journals related to their field, and a Peer-Review of a fellow students’ work.

Practicals: Students will be provided with an introduction to the resources, protocols and logistics of two libraries – the Khazar University  Library and the Akhundov National Library.  Students will also be provided with 2 sessions in a computer laboratory for practice in working with Statistics.  
Grading

	Draft Literature Review
	15% (5% first submission; 10% second submission)

	Draft Methodology Section
	15% (5% first submission; 10% second submission)

	Projects
	25% (5% each)

	Essay
	10% (3% first submission; 7% second submission)

	Tests
	20% (5% each)

	Participation and Practicals
	15%


Policies

Attendance at all classes is mandatory.  All students should inform the instructor (barring a serious emergency) if they are unable to take a scheduled test or make a presentation.  For each absence the student will lose 2% from their participation grade.  More than 5 absences will constitute an immediate failure of the course.  Arriving at class more than 30 minutes late will be considered an absence.
Participation is defined as being actively engaged in the classroom and contributing positively to the success of each class period.  In addition to arriving on time and being prepared to start learning when a class begins, active participation means paying attention to what is going on in the classroom for the entire class period.  This does not mean always being the one to talk or answer questions.  It means that the student is always listening attentively and is responding appropriately.  Sensitivity to others in the classroom is an important part of participation.  Respectfully engaging with other students in the classroom and allowing other students to be equally engaged is an important part of participation.

Academic Dishonesty: Using the words and ideas of others as if they are your own ( that is, without citing the source or without using quotation marks or quoted passages) is plagiarism, an offence which will be penalized by a zero on the work presented and may result in a failure of the course.

Civility should be the rule of conduct among all students.

Late submission of assignments is not allowed unless permission has been obtained before-hand from the instructor.
Course Content Schedule
	Date
	Topic
	Content

	26-Jan
	Introduction to Research; Developing a research question

	· Basic research

· Developing and testing theories

· Definitions and types of theories

· The relationship between theory and research

· Types of research

· The nature of applied research 

· What is a research question?

· Description vs. hypothesis

· Fact vs. interpretation

· Original ideas vs. comparison and review
· Developing a research and writing plan

	2-Feb
	Dissertation writing
	· VAK standards, principles and practices

· International dissertation formats

· individual research design considerations 

	9-Feb


	Literature Reviews


	· What is a literature review?
· The place of literature review in a dissertation

· Principles of a good literature review

· Types of literature reviews

· Developing literature review writing framework and goals 
· Assessing the value of a literature review
· Reporting on a reading
· Annotated bibliographies

	16-Feb
	Library research and research notes;
Khazar Library practical
	· Writing Standards: Chicago, MLA, APA

· Research organization, recording, compilation, filing
· Orientation to Khazar Library

· Khazar Library Online Resource Tutorial

· Familiarization with the Khazar Library stacks

	23-Feb
	Khazar library practical;
Akhundov Library practical preparation
	· Applying principles of research recording and organization

· Akhundov library research guide/outline

	2-Mar
	Akhundov Library practical reports and findings;

Debrief on Library Research experience;
TEST 1
	

	16-Mar 
	Personal ethics and the researcher;
Research tools
	· Introduction to Research ethics
· Credibility
· Understanding plagiarism and how to avoid it
· Human subject research
· Research boards

· Interpreting and Creating Questionnaires
· Compiling Data
· Analyzing secondary data

· Observation and Measuring
· Planning Experiments
· Conducting Survey research

	30-Mar
	Quantitative research;
Qualitative research
	· Quantitative vs. Qualitative Research
· Quantitative content analysis

· Creation of a data set

· Data management
· Types of qualitative research (ethnographic, etc.)
· Analyzing qualitative data
· Reporting on qualitative data

	6-Apr
	Case Studies;
Writing a Methodology section
	· Interpreting and Interacting with Case Studies
· The place of a methodology section in a dissertation
· What makes a good methodology section?

	13-Apr
	TEST 2
	

	20-Apr
	Sampling and Statistics
	· What is sampling?

· Sampling in Qualitative and Quantitative Research

· Types of sampling

· Interpreting sample data

· Introduction to Statistics
· Overview of statistics software

	27-Apr

	Research Examples; 
Journals in our fields;
Peer Editing
	· Historical and Comparative Analysis

· Ethnographic Research
· Action Research

· Educational Research
· Language Research
· Overview of field journals and their use

· Principles and Purpose of Peer editing

· Peer editing practice (informal)

	4-May

	TEST 3;
Presentation Methods: Charts and Graphs

Peer Editing (formal)
	· The purpose of charts and graphs

· Effective use of charts and graphs 
· Peer editing practice (graded)

	18-May
	Research proposals and grants

Pursuing publication and submitting articles and papers
	· Introduction to research proposals and grants

· Looking at templates and examples

· Principles in proposal writing

· Considerations in applying for grants
· What do academic publications look for?

· Finding opportunities for publication

· Pursuing publication options

· Writing abstracts

	25-May
	TEST 4
	


Assignment Schedule
	
	Projects
	Dissertation Components

	2-March
	Akhundov Library Report
	

	12-March
	Book Review (Non-class day)
	

	16-March
	Annotated Bibliography
	

	6-Apr
	
	Draft Literature Review

	27-April
	
	Essay - What I know about my topic today

	13-May
	Journals in my field – report
(Non-class day)
	

	18-May
	
	Essay resubmit

	25-May
	
	Draft Methodology Section

	25-May
	Peer Editing – graded
	

	1-Jun
	
	Draft Literature Review Resubmit

	8-Jun
	
	Draft Methodology Section Resubmit
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