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Offered: 
February to June 2014
Course Leader:
Dr Daniel Paul

Department:
English Language and Literature

Prerequisites:
None

1.
Aims

By the end of the course, students will be equipped to use their knowledge of the International Phonetic Alphabet in order to explore the sound structure of any spoken language. Specifically, students will have learned about essential phonological processes and distinctive features; practised writing phonological rules; and considered the roles of various suprasegmental features. They will also have considered how their phonological findings relate to orthography decisions for unwritten languages. All of these skills will be developed on the basis of examples from a typologically wide variety of languages, in addition to Azerbaijani and English.

Students will also learn how to do computer-based phonological analysis using appropriate software tools.

2.
Outline of Content by Topic
Introduction 

Assimilation

Contrast and complementary distribution

Conditioned  and free variation

Contrast in Analogous Environments

Phonetic similarity 

The Syllable
Interpretation
Rule writing and natural classes 

Words  

Project on the Noon Language
Underlying forms 

Features 

Neutralisation

Processes triggered by morpheme boundary

Noon morphophonemics

Stress
Insertion and Deletion

Metathesis and coalescence

Feature spreading

Orthography
3.
Assessment Methods

Points will be awarded for the activities below, out of a total of 100 points:
- assignment 1 (40 points)

- assignment 2 (40 points)

- group project on the Noon language (20 points)

4.
Timetable
This course will consist of 30 core sessions, each lasting for one hour and twenty minutes.
5.
Course Policies
Class participation: For every three unexcused absences, one (1) point will be deducted from the grade point average. More than 10 unexcused absences is excessive. Free participation is discouraged.   

Missed assignments: An advance notification should be given in advance if the student is unable to attend the scheduled presentation or test. Full class participation and completion of assigned homework are necessary. Collaboration with other students in the completion and presentation of assignments is allowed only if pre-agreed with the instructor

Academic Dishonesty: Any plagiarism while studying will be severely penalized (by a non-pass for the course). Reference should be given to the sources used in the work. However, any research paper consisting of references and citations only, without further analysis by the student, will not be acceptable either. Cheating during the tests will be penalized likewise. 

6.
Reading List

Phonology Coursebook, provided electronically
Other readings, handouts and exercises will be provided during class for students to copy electronically or physically.
