
Graduate English Competencies

Mr. Virgil Tanner, MAR, MEd

What is this course about?


Graduate work within any discipline can be quite difficult, even when operating in your first language. However, when the medium of learning is a second, third, or fourth language, the difficulties become greater and more specific.


This course is designed to help you acquire and practice (in English) many of the specific competencies you will need to succeed in graduate and post-graduate work. By using English to perform the kinds of tasks that graduate students are routinely called on to do, you will learn those skills, discover areas of personal weakness, and have opportunity to practice and hone those skills, all in English.

What will we cover?

The course will roughly follow the grid provided below. However, I reserve the right to change plans, redirect the path of learning, accelerate the pace, or stop altogether on one of these subjects, based on the apparent needs of the students. This course is designed help you learn, and to help you learn HOW to learn. It’s not a race, so we’ll see where it takes us and we will take our time.

If things go as planned, we will explore the following units in roughly this order:



Orientation



Introduction



What is ‘English for Academic Purposes’, exactly?



About higher education



Reading in Higher Education



Writing in Higher Education



Documenting



Researching



Reasonable claims (how to not overstate or understate your case)



Critical thinking



Saying what you want to say, how you want to say it, and to whom you 


want it said

How will we learn it?

I really don’t like lecture, and research shows it’s the least effective way to learn. So you will be using strategies like guided discovery, collaborative learning, reflective analysis, and process writing, and you will be developing a portfolio that will accurately describe your readiness for graduate study in an English language medium.

How will we be assessed?

Over the course of the semester, there will be some exercises from your text books that you will do, and which will be informally assessed. There will be two tests - a midterm and a final, but as you will see they are weighted to reflect my strong preference for authentic measurements. There will be individual and group projects as well, which will become your class portfolio, and these will form the bulk of your grade. Finally, your participation in class (see my expectations below) will also inform your grade.

Weekly assignments



10%

Participation





10%

Midterm Exam




10%

Final Exam





10%

Portfolio Project 1




15%

Portfolio Project 2




15%

Portfolio Project 3




15%

Portfolio Project 4




15%

What textbooks will we use?
We will rely heavily on Read, Research and Write: Academic Skills for ESL Students in Higher Education by Caroline Brandt. As student needs become more apparent, we may engage other texts as well.

Do you have behavioral expectations of your students?


Yes. Absolutely. They are pretty simple. 


Be on time.


Be prepared.


Do your solo work alone, and your group work together.


Do EVERYTHING in English. 


Love your neighbors and respect them.


Explanations are fine, but excuses are abhorrent.


Never, ever lie.


Never, ever cheat. Even a little.


Don’t ask me about bal....unless you mean honey.

How can we reach you if we need to?

The most reliable way to reach me is via email at:



virgil.tanner@gmail.com

