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Identification Subject  

(code, title, 

credits) 

PSIR Political and Economic Geography:  

3KU / 6ECTS credits 

15 Weeks, 60 hours  

Department Political Science and Philosophy  

Level  Undergraduate  

Term Fall 2019 

Instructor Lamiya Panahova 

E-mail: lpanahova@khazar.org 

Phone: 
 

Classroom/hours 41 Mehseti str. (Neftchilar campus)  Thursday 15:20-

16:50 405 N 

Friday 13:40-15:10 407 N 

 Office hours By appointment 

Prerequisites 
 

Language  English 

Compulsory/Elective Compulsory 

Required textbooks 

and course materials 

Core readings: 

Mark Blacksell (2006) “Political Geography”, Routledge 

Mackinnon D. & Cumbers A. (2011). “An Introduction to Economic 

Geography: Globalization, Uneven Development and Place”, Pearson 

Education Limited 

 

Other readings: 

Kevin R.Cox (2008), “Political Geography: Territory, State, and Society”; 

John Milley & Sons  

“The SAGE Handbook of Political Geography” edited by K. R. Cox, M.Low 

& J.Robinson; SAGE Publications 2008 

Peter Dicken (2011) “Global Shift: Mapping the Changing Contours of the 

World Economy”; sixth edition, The Guilford Press  

“Reading Economic Geography” edited by T.J. Barnes, J.Peck, E.Sheppard 

& A.Tickell 

Course outline The course provides an insight on key concepts on territoriality and 

international relations, such as states, borders, resources, and international 

political and economic relations in the frame of borders and territoriality. It 

also analyzes the impact of boundaries and territory in political, social, and 

economic processes in the world.  
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Course objectives  The course aims to familiarize students with the concepts of state, nation, 

nation-states, geopolitics, political ideologies, globalization and uneven 

development, and world trade patterns.  
 

Learning outcomes As an outcome of the course students will: 

• Be able to analyze state’s role in political order and international 

relations 

• Distinguish different political ideologies and locate the prevalence of 

each on the map 

• Understand main patterns of border and secessionist conflicts 

• Understand role of natural resources in international relations 

• Gain insight on the role of transnational corporations and 

international companies in world economy 

• Develop their presentation and debating skills 

 

Evaluation  Methods Date/deadlines Percentage (%) 

Midterm evaluation  To be determined by the 

Dean’s Office  

30 

Class attendance  5 

Active participation 

at the seminars 

 10 

Case-study and 

PowerPoint 

presentation 

 10 

Paper   

Quiz  10 

Final exam To be determined by the 

Dean’s Office 

35 

Total   100 

Policy You are expected to: 

- attend classes on a regular basisas the classess are conducted in a combined 

lecture/seminat format where students should play an active part. 

- read the assigned and suggested readings before you come to class  

- engage actively in classroom discussions  

- offer thoughtful and informed classroom presentations and written work  

- submit all your assignments on time 

- follow assignments closely and carefully. 

 

Class attendance: 

Students are required to comply with the attendance policy of Khazar 

University. Full-time students are expected to attend all classes unless they 

are sick or have the permission of the instructor (approved absence).  

A student must submit an absence request in anticipation of an absence from 

the course. In case he/she fails to do so, his absence will be considered 
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unapproved. Specifically, to be eligible for taking exams, students must not 

miss more than 25% of class hours (unapproved absences). Otherwise, the 

student can take the exam only with the approval of the School Dean. 

Continuing unapproved absences or lack of participation may lead to 

withdrawal from the course. 

 

Active Participation at the seminars: 

Every student should read the core readings (if possible, the required 

readings as well) in order to engage the debates and simulations during 

class Every week’s debate questions will be presented by the instructor a 

week ahead. 

Quiz: 

Two quizzes will be assigned to students during the semester, one before 

and the other after midterm examination. Each quiz is worth 5% of the 

student’s overall score.  

Power Point presentation: 

Every student is required to pick a topic for presentation and present it before 

the class to get 10% of her/his overall score. The topics for presentation will 

be introduced to students by the instructor in the first week of the academic 

semester. 

 

Academic misconduct 

Academic honesty plays an essential part in maintaining the integrity of 

Khazar University. Students are expected to recognize and uphold high 

standards of intellectual and academic integrity. The following acts are 

examples of academic dishonesty, therefore are strictly forbidden and will, 

if proven, be penalized:  

- plagiarism,  

- cheating,  

- unauthorized collaboration,  

- falsification,  

- multiple submissions. 

 

On plagiarism: 

Plagiarism is unethical and an offence under the University regulations. 

Please familiarize yourself with the regulations relating to plagiarism and 

cheating in examinations. 

Plagiarism is copying other people's work without proper attribution. The 

students committing plagiarism and the students providing materials for 

plagiarizing will automatically receive a zero (0) for the assignment. Students 

must always indicate that they used someone else's words and ideas if they 

have done so, by using quotation marks and mentioning the source in the text 

or a footnote. A bibliography must also follow after the end of your essays.  

 

Rules of Professional Conduct 

The students shall behave in the way to create favorable academic and 

professional environment during the class hours. Unauthorized discussions 

and unethical behavior are strictly prohibited. Classroom behavior that 
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seriously interferes with either (a) the instructor’s ability to conduct the class 

or (b) the ability of other students to benefit from the course program will not 

be tolerated. When a student’s behavior in a class is so seriously disruptive 

as to compel immediate action, the instructor has the authority to remove a 

student from the class on an interim basis, pending an informal hearing on 

the behavior. 

 

Tentative Schedule 

Date/Day 

(subject to 

change if 

necessary 

on 

holidays) 

Topics Readings 

Week 1 

19.09.2019 

20.09.2019 

Introduction to Political 

Geography 

Core readings: 

Kevin R.Cox (2008), “Political Geography: Territory, 

State, and Society”. “Chapter 1: Fundamental concepts 

of Political Geography. An Introduction.” pp. 1-33 

Mackinnon D. & Cumbers A. (2011). “An Introduction 

to Economic Geography: Globalization, Uneven 

Development and Place”. Introducing Economic 

Geography, pp. 1-21 

 

Suggested reading: 

Kevin R.Cox (2008), “Political Geography: Territory, 

State, and Society”; pp. 1-33 

 

Week 2 

26.09.2019 

27.09.2019 
 

Nation, state, and territory 

Core readings: 

Mark Blacksell (2006) “Political Geography”, The Idea 

of The State, pp. 37-58 

 

C.Gallaher, C.T.Dahlman, M.Gilmartin, A. Mountz & 

P.Shirlow (2009) “Key Concepts in Political 

Geography”, pp.19-41; 77-87 

 

Suggested reading: 

F.Fukuyama (2011) “Origins of Political Order” 

Week 3 

03.10.2019 

04.10.2019 
 

Geopolitics 

Core readings: 

S.B.Cohen (2008) “Geopolitics. Geography of 

International Relations”, pp. 15-33 
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H.Mackinder “Geographical pivot”, The Geographical 

Journal, 1904, Vol 23 No 4 

N.Spykeman “Geography and Foreign Policy”, The 

Americal Political Science Review, 1938, Vol 32, No 2 

 

Suggested reading: 

Z. Brzezinski (1997) “Grand Chess Board” 

Week 4 

10.10.2019 

11.10.2019 
 

Political Ideologies and 

discourse  

Core reading: 

T. A. Van Dijk “Ideology and discourse analysis” 

Journal of Political Ideology, 2007 

Suggested: 

Movie: “Pervert’s guide to ideology”, Netflix 

Week 5 

17.09.2019 

18.10.2019 
 

Nationalism and conflicts 

Core reading: 

V. Volkan “Large-group identity: ‘Us and them’ 

polarizations in the international arena”, 

Psychoanalysis, Culture & Society, 2009 

 

Suggested readings: 

S.Wolff (2006) “Ethnic Conflict. A Global Perspective”, 

Oxford University Press 

D.Conversi (2015) “War and Nationalism”, Elsevier 

Ltd. 

Week 6 

24.10.2019 

25.10.2019 
 

Geography of resource 

conflicts 

Core readings: 

 

M. Blacksell (2006) “Political Geography”, pp. 94-102  

 

J.Selby, The Geopolitics of Water in the Middle East: 

Fantasies and Realities, Third World Quarterly, 2005 

 

Suggested reading:  

Gleick, “Water and Conflict: Fresh Water Resources and 

International Security”, International Security, 1993 

 

Week 7 

31.10.2019 

01.11.2019 

International government 

and humanitarian 

intervention 

Core readings: 

M. Blacksell (2006) “Political Geography”, pp. 198-212 

UN Chapter Charter VII 
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The United Nations and Humanitarian Intervention in 

“Humanitarian intervention and international relations”, 

edited by J.Welsh, 2004. pp. 71-90 

 

Suggested reading: 

R. Thakur (2002) “The United Nations, Peace and 

Security: From Collective Security to the Responsibility 

to Protect” pp. 244-263  

Week 8 

07.11.2019 

08.11.2019 
 

Mid term exam  

 
 

Week 9 

14.11.2019 

15.11.2019 
 

Key approaches in 

economic geography 

Core reading: 

Mackinnon D. & Cumbers A. (2011). “An Introduction 

to Economic Geography: Globalization, Uneven 

Development and Place”. pp. 21-40 

 

Week 10 

21.11.2019 

22.11.2019 
 Uneven geographies of 

globalization 

Core reading: 

Mackinnon D. & Cumbers A. (2011). “An Introduction 

to Economic Geography: Globalization, Uneven 

Development and Place”. pp. 89-114 

 

Suggested reading: 

Peter Dicken (2011) “Global Shift: Mapping the 

Changing Contours of the World Economy”; pp. 14-49 

Week 11 

28.11.2019 

29.11.2019 
 

Global cities and city-

regions, geography of labor 

and migration 

Core reading: 

P. Enderwick (2005) “Globalization and Labor (The New 

Global Society)”, pp. 1-20 

 

Suggested reading: 

J.E.Spero & J.A.Hart “The Politics of International 

Economic Relations”, pp. 427-441 
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Additional readings and assignments will be provided by the instructor for this course. 

If neccesary, some minor modifications may be made to this syllabus by the instructor. 

 

Week 12 

05.12.2019 

06.12.2019 
 Transnational corporations 

Core reading: 

Mackinnon D. & Cumbers A. (2011). “An Introduction 

to Economic Geography: Globalization, Uneven 

Development and Place”. pp. 146-165 

 

Suggested reading: 

Peter Dicken (2011) “Global Shift: Mapping the 

Changing Contours of the World Economy”; pp. 109-169 

Week 13 

12.12.2019 

13.12.2019 
 

Global services and tourism 

Core reading: 

D. Mackinnon & A. Cumbers “Introduction to 

Economic Geography. Globalization, uneven 

development and Place” pp. 280-300 

 

Suggested reading: 

“Reading Economic Geography” edited by T.J. Barnes, 

J.Peck, E.Sheppard & A.Tickell, pp. 91-111 

 

Week 14 

19.12.2019 

20.12.2019 

Geography of energy 

security  

Core reading: 

“International Energy Security: Common Concept for 

Energy Producing, Consuming and Transit Countries” 

by Energy Charter Secretariat, 2015 

 

Suggested readings: 

A.Armonaite “The Energy Security Challenge in 

Central and Eastern Europe”, report to NATO Economic 

and Security Committee, 2018 

R.Jamalov & T.Alizada “Energy Union Perspectives for 

Azerbaijan”, CESD Researchers Policy Paper, 2015 

Week 15 

26.12.2019 

27.12.2019 

Course revision  

 Final exam 
 

 


