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Identification Subject  

(code, title, 

credits) 

PSIR 370: NATO and Security Studies 

3KU / 6ECTS credits 

15 Weeks, 60 hours  

Department Political Science and Philosophy 

Level  Undergraduate  

Term Fall 2019 

Instructor Baba Bayramli 

E-mail: bbayramov@khazar.org   

Phone: (+994 12) 421 10 93 #238 

Classroom/hours 41 Mehseti str. (Neftchilar campus), Room 506 Old 

Building, Friday, 10:10-13:20 

 Office hours Friday, 16:00-17:00 

Prerequisites N/A 

Language  English 

Compulsory/Electiv

e 

Major Elective 

Required textbooks 

and course 

materials 

Core readings: 

Buzan, B., Weaver, O., & Wilde, J. (1998). Security: A New Framework For 

Analysis. London: Lynne Reiner Publishers. 

Williams, P. (2008). Security Studies: An Introduction. New York: Routledge. 

Kissinger, H. (1994). Diplomacy. New York: Simon & Schuster. 

NATO. (2006). NATO Handbook. Brussels: NATO Public Diplomacy 

Division. 

Supplementary readings:   

Supplementary materials come from range of academic journal articles and 

official documents. Students will be provided with these materials either in 

electronic form or in hard copy. 

Course outline This module is divided into 2 main parts: 1) the first part provides the analysis 

of historical events starting from the end of the WWII until the collapse of the 

Soviet Union. Cold War, containment, proxy wars, and the new-world order 

following the end of the short century are the topics of discussion of this part; 

2) the second part focuses on the structure and fundamental tasks of the NATO. 

The role of the NATO in new-world order - enlargement, fight against the 

terrorism, cyber security, and the scramble for power with Russia and other 

major and regional powers - is going to be handled.  

Course objectives  • To provide the knowledge on historical events that led to the 

establishment of NATO 
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• To provide knowledge on institutional and decision-making process of 

NATO 

• To provide a knowledge on new security challenges that NATO has 

faced after end of the Cold War 

Learning outcomes Upon completion of the course, the students are expected to articulate a good 

knowledge on Euro-Atlantic structure, relations of NATO with Russia, the role 

of NATO in peacekeeping and peacemaking process, and new emerging 

security threats that NATO confronted in recent years.  

Evaluation  Methods Date/deadlines  Percentage (%) 

Midterm evaluation  To be determined by the 

Dean’s Office  

 

30 

Class attendance  

 

5 

Active participation at 

the seminars 

 

 

 

10 

Case-study and 

PowerPoint 

presentation 

 

 

 

10 

Paper  10 

Final exam To be determined by the 

Dean’s Office 

35 

Total   

 

100 

 

Policy 

 

The course grade will be determined by an evaluation of class discussion, 

article reviews, case-study and power point presentations, mid-term and final 

exams. 

 

Active Participation:  Students following this course are not simply expected 

to listen and memorize the lectures but to study the reading materials well, to 

engage in class discussions and small group-works, and be able to demonstrate 

and debate his/her viewpoints. 

 

Paper: Students are expected to write five article reviews from opinion 

editorial section of mainstream media outlets (BBC, CNN, Al Jazeera, 

Euronews) on NATO or security related topics. Suggested topics both for 

presentation and paper will be discussed with students at the beginning of 

semester. 

 

Case-study and Presentation: Students are expected to deliver an oral 

presentation with visual aids on NATO, or any other regional military blocks 

that involved in conflict resolution, peacekeeping and peace building processes. 

Instructor will explain this assignment in the class 
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Mid-term and final exam: Exams will be comprehensive of the course 

content.  Examination is conducted through writing assignments 

 

You are expected to: 

- attend classes on a regular basisas the classess are conducted in a combined 

lecture/seminat format where students should play an active part. 

- read the assigned and suggested readings before you come to class  

- engage actively in classroom discussions  

- offer thoughtful and informed classroom presentations and written work  

- submit all yourassignments on time 

- follow assignments closely and carefully. 

 

Class attendance: 

Students are required to comply with the attendance policy of Khazar 

University. Full-time students are expected to attend all classes unless they are 

sick or have the permission of the instructor (approved absence).  

A student must submit an absence request in anticipation of an absence from 

the course. In case he/she fails to do so, his absence will be considered 

unapproved. Specifically, to be eligible for taking exams, students must not 

miss more than 25% of class hours (unapproved absences). Otherwise, the 

student can take the exam only with the approval of the School Dean. 

Continuing unapproved absences or lack of participation may lead to 

withdrawal from the course. 

 

Academic misconduct 

Academic honesty plays an essential part in maintaining the integrity of Khazar 

University. Students are expected to recognize and uphold high standards of 

intellectual and academic integrity. The following acts are examples of 

academic dishonesty, therefore are strictly forbidden and will, if proven, be 

penalized:  

- plagiarism,  

- cheating,  

- unauthorized collaboration,  

- falsification,  

- multiple submissions. 

 

On plagiarism: 

Plagiarism is unethical and an offence under the University regulations. Please 

familiarize yourself with the regulations relating to plagiarism and cheating in 

examinations. 

Plagiarism is copying other people's work without proper attribution. The 

students committing plagiarism and the students providing materials for 

plagiarizing will automatically receive a zero (0) for the assignment. Students 

must always indicate that they used someone else's words and ideas if they have 

done so, by using quotation marks and mentioning the source in the text or a 

footnote. A bibliography must also follow after the end of your essays.  

 

Rules of Professional Conduct 

The students shall behave in the way to create favorable academic and 

professional environment during the class hours. Unauthorized discussions and 

unethical behavior are strictly prohibited. Classroom behavior that seriously 
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interferes with either (a) the instructor’s ability to conduct the class or (b) the 

ability of other students to benefit from the course program will not be 

tolerated. When a student’s behavior in a class is so seriously disruptive as to 

compel immediate action, the instructor has the authority to remove a student 

from the class on an interim basis, pending an informal hearing on the behavior. 

Tentative Schedule 

Date/Day 

(subject to 

change if 

necessary 

on 

holidays) 

Topics Readings 

Week 1 

20.09.2019 

Introduction 

Cold war  

Henry Kissinger (1994) “Diplomacy”, Chapter: 17, pp. 

423-445 

Week 2 

27.09.2019 

Post WWII 

• Containment 

• Alliances 

Henry Kissinger (1994) “Diplomacy”, Chapter: 18, pp. 

446-472 

Week 3 

04.10.2019 

First military confrontation 

of containment: Korean War 

and division of peninsula 

Henry Kissinger (1994) “Diplomacy”, Chapter: 19, pp. 

473-492 

Week 4 

11.10.2019 

Escalation of tension 1:  

• The Suez Crisis 

• Arab-Israeli Conflict 

Henry Kissinger (1994) “Diplomacy”, Chapter: 21, pp. 

522-549 

Week 5 

18.10.2019 

Escalation of tension 2: 

Berlin-Cuban Crises & 

Western Unity 

Henry Kissinger (1994) “Diplomacy”, Chapter: 23-24, 

pp. 568-593, 594-619 

Week 6 

25.10.2019 
End of the Cold War 

Henry Kissinger (1994) “Diplomacy”, Chapter: 30, pp. 

762-803 

Week 7 

01.11.2019 
What is NATO? NATO Handbook, Part:1, pp. 15-30 

Week 8 

08.11.2019 
Mid-term Exam To be determined by the Dean’s Office 

Week 9 

15.11.2019 
Policy and Decision-making NATO Handbook, Part:2, pp. 33-69 

Week 10 

22.11.2019 

NATO in Peacekeeping & 

Peace support operations 
NATO Handbook, Part:4, pp. 143-163 
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Additional readings and assignments will be provided by the instructor for this course. 

If neccesary, some minor modifications may be made to this syllabus by the instructor. 

 

Week 11 

29.11.2019 

NATO & fight against 

terrorism  
NATO Handbook, Part:5, pp. 167-180 

Week 12 

06.12.2019 
NATO & EU NATO Handbook, Part:8, pp. 243-250 

Week 13 

13.12.2019 
NATO & Russia NATO Handbook, Part:7, pp. 209-2019 

Week 14 

20.12.2019 NATO and Cyber Security 

Stephen Herzog, 2011, Revisiting the Estonian Cyber 

Attacks: Digital Threats and Multinational Responses. 

Journal of Strategic Studies. Vol 4, No 2. pp 49-60 

Week 15 

27.12.2019 Students’ Presentations 

Students are expected to deliver 15-20 minutes of oral 

presentation with visual aids. Instructor will explain this 

assignment in the class 

 Final exam 
 

To be determined by the Dean’s Office 


